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DEAF, DUMB AND DIVIDED
Assumption College has been con
tinually plagued with the problem of
establishing and maintaining a healthy,
working relationship between faculty,
students and administration. We cannot
expect this rapport to come about by
great amounts of subtle persuasion and
manipulation of people into an opium
dream of belonging to a unified body,
or from a submission of individuality
and personality into some collective
will. If this triumverate is to con
tinue successfully we must break down
those barriers that have caused aloof
ness, distrust and anarchial behaviour.
We might begin by asking why
students have felt compelled to crit
icise the faculty and administration
without apparent cause or intent. Why
is it that nearly 300 Catholic men
rebel when they are told to add thirty
minutes of devotion to their week?
We could ask why the faculty
seems to maintain itself in a cloud
that is almost completely inaccessible
to the down-to-earth, out-of-class
student. Many professors will main
tain that they do everything in their
power to communicate freely with the
student. Yet, they will continually
run to the front of the lunch line
and then scurry off to eat at "teacher's
row" depriving students who cannot make
"office hours" of their only chance to
communicate informally.
And, certainly we ask the admin
istration why it has cloistered itself
behind metal partitions only to be
heard from when final and unchange
able decisions have been made.
Why is it that these same questions
are brought up year after year by the
new faces on campus?
Many of the problems are selfInduced, baca-u£o wc have neglected to
understand all relevant implications.
We must concern ourselves no longer with
subjective proposals and instead or
ganize an interested group cf faculty
members, students, and administrators,
to search in a spirit of trust, under
standing and equality, for a single
right answer that is best for all.
[Cont. p.2 Col.1]
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REMEMBER THE GOOD-GUY!
A reformer is one who sets forth
cheerfully toward sure defeat. It
is his peculiar function to embrace
the hopeless cause when it can win
no other friends and when its obvious
futility repels that thick-necked,
practical, timorous type of citizen
to whom the outward appearance of
success is so dear. His courage in
vites derision from those who have
never been touched by his religion
and do not know what fun it is. He
never seems victorious, for if he were
visibly winning, he would then cease
to be dubbed "reformer".
Yet, in time, the reformer's
little movement becomes respectable
and his minority proves that it
can grow. So the statesman joins it
and takes all the credit which is
cheerfully handed to him by the re
former as a bribe for his support.
And then the politician comes
rushing proudly to the success of the
victorl
And finally, the crowd arrives!
The original reformer is lost
in the shuffle but he doesn't care.
For as the great bandwagon, which
he started, goes thundering past with
trumpets, the intoxicated crowd leans
over the side to jeer at him - a
forlorn and lonely crank mustering a
pitiful little odd lot of followers
along the roadside and setting them
marching, while over their heads
he lifts the curious banner of his
next crusade!
This is the real reformer. This
is the good-guy!
-A Liberal Conservative.

This is NATIONAL BE KIND
TO REPUBLICANS WEEK.Long
live the two-party system!
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Perhaps then we might see a
cessation of the problems that in
hibit our rapport. There is always
that faint hope.
-Karl J.Rodenhauser '67
Book Review:
ANOTHER COUNTRY
by James Baldwin
This novel is not new; it is
perhaps even a little passe. The
more literate among us may have al
ready read it. But it is not to these
few that I address myself, but to
those whose searching minds have not
yet wandered through the pages of
Nr. Baldwin's work.
James Baldwin is a Negro, and his
portrayal of that race could only
have been done by one who knew them
and suffered with them. Yet, this is
not a novel of social protest. Rather,
it is Baldwin's attempt to present the
Negro as he would any other character.
When there is a confrontation between
a Negro and a White, it is described
as a meeting between two people, not
two races. It is a novel of people, any
people, as free from social overtones
as is possible.
The story itself revolves around
the death of Rufus Scott, and its
effects on those who were closest to
him. We encounter his death early
in the novel, but his spirit lingers
through the entire work. Baldwin
leads us expertly and precisely through
the winding maze of love. All its
complexities, all its beauty and
ugliness, are explored. Peak after
peak of emotional intensity is reached,
each one stronger than the previous.
Baldwin has taken the city, its people,
its language, its actions, and hurled
them before us with unrelenting bru
tality and raw imagination. We not
only read, but we see and feel. We
are sucked into the action powerfully,
almost overwhelmingly. This is the
mark of any great work, and it is this
that Baldwin has done.
Literature is life, and any work
falling short of life is not literature.
Baldwin has given us an image of life
dynamically and exactly. When finished
Wirh -ANOTHER COUNTRY, you will have
experienced feelings of such depth and
penetration, as to make you much more
aware of life, and thus much more a
part of it. With this book alone James
Baldwin has won for himself an undenia
ble place in twentieth century litera
ture.
- John Little

'68

-Chris Giovine

By the time we go to press, the
Freshmen class will have taken its
first major step in the long road of
involvement in the life of Assumption
College. This week, two freshmen
delegates will enter the Student
Government Association. These gentle
men represent the largest single class
in the school. New voices will now
be heard at 500 Salisbury Street.
As Vice-President Nolan so
adequately put it: :'The class of '68
contains the talent of the future.
From this class new and fresh ideas
will arise." The freshmen are, in a
sense, uncorrupted. Their very name
indicates that they will offer a
fresh approach to old problems. Their
voices will not always seem in accord
ance with the usual party line of the
upper-classes. They speak a different
jargon. They see the situation from
a new point of view.
Old problems
still haunt the campus: co-ordination,
balanced budget, recreational facilities,
liaison. The old way of thinking has
proven itself useless. We are in need
of new ideas which are not warped by
the sanctimonious mediocrity of the
ever-nauseating status quo. That's
the only way anything's going to get
around here.
The freshmen can and must provide
this new approach. We should listen,
and listen well, to their voices. We
must not sit back, smile paternally
and say, "They're only freshmen".
Their ideas must be taken as seriously
as those of any upperclassmen. If they
seem radical, we must give them that
chance to be radical. We must not
let their voices be drowned by the
"paternal wisdom of our kings." They
must be given the opportunity to do
something now - not later - but now!
Some of these freshmen have come
to Assumption with the idea of hitting
the campus like a bombshell. I hope
they rip this place apart and tear
out every bit of rotten nonsense that
has crept into student thinking. May
be they can straighten out the SGA mess
and put the upperclassmen to shame.
Apathy is a problem. Now there's a
possible solution: the freshmen. Let's
not forget it.
* * *

Incidentally, a funny thing
happened on my way to the SGA meeting.
Talking to one of the officers about the
idea of SGA , its constitution, etc.,
proved to be a rather frightening ex
perience. Political philosophy ran
wild. There was talk of the SGA controling a polis of unequal souls,bene
volent dictatorships on the part of the
philosopher-king, mistrust of the masses
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of students. I was confused. I was
told that these concepts were written
into the constitution last year in the
form of amendments. Come to think of
it, I do remember both candidates
quoted Aristotle in their election night
speeches. What these philosophical
concepts have to do with the operations
of SGA, I'll never know! Guiding prin
ciples are fine, but we need a little
common sense, a little sweat, a little
"guts". Guts - that's it.

ON THE SCENE:
-Existentialism & PsychologyOn Thursday, November 19, in the
Assumption College gymnasium at 8:30
P.M., Dr. Rollo May, one of America's
foremost authorities in the field of
existential psychology, will deliver
one of a series of talks and discussions
on "contemporary approaches to the un
derstanding of man". This lecture is
being sponsored by Assumption's De
partment of Psychology and Education
in cooperation with the Department of
Education at Clark University.
There will be no admission fee
for Assumption students and faculty.
-Something NewThe Provocateur is happy to
report the formation of a Spanish
Club on Assumption's campus under
the direction of Professor Manuel
Rollan Alonso. This new organization
is open to all students interested
in the Spanish language and the cul
ture of the Spanish speaking world.
For further details contact the club's
secretary: Tony Perrone, Room 236 ND.
-In PreparationOver 30 students attended a meet
ing for prospective Mass commentators
and lectors on Wednesday evening,
November 11. Under the direction of
Father Donat Lamothe, these men will
be trained for their new roles in the
revised liturgy of the Mass, which
makes its appearance on Assumption
campus shortly after Thanksgiving
Holidays. The Provocateur was im
pressed by the excellent student
response to this worth-while activity,
which, through the Eucharistic cele
bration, might lend some refreshing
unity to an otherwise divided school.
Editor-in-Chief ....

Rick Ryscavage
[Rm. 325 ND]
Assistant Editors ....
Jack Lord
....
Tim Savage
Production
Jim Affonco
John Little
Format
Ken Smith

SOUNDING BOARD
It's our school. What does this
mean? This means we can do with it as
we will. Right? Right. Well, let's
go, college men. There are still a
few desks in the classrooms that have
not as yet a dirty word on them. What's
that? You don't know any dirty words?
Well then, try a tricky jingle about
one of the profs. What? You're not
good at rhyming? Well then, put down
the name of your best girl with a heart
around it. Imprint it deep in the
wood so it won't fade. But don't let
a desk be spared. And there are
still a few virgin desks here at
Assumption.
I certainly wouldn't be em
barrassed to show my family and
friends the classrooms on our modern
and clean campus.
P.S. - "It is a venial sin to
deface text books, desks, etc. in
school, even in a small way". This
is a direct quote from a Liguorian
pamphlet. A venial sin is only the
second greatest offense against God,
so it doesn't mean very much. Let's
go then, college men, there are still
a few spotless desks.
-Joe Krajewski

'66

** *
The smoke has cleared. The battle
has subsided, at least for the moment.
Let's try to get a clear picture of
just what happened.
Since school began, the fresh
men class has been constantly told
that it has
a great potential.
"Fellows, you can really accomplish
something but you have to start now".
Fine. In our opinion, the time to start
was our class elections, when we would
elect men to represent us_ and accomplish
that something! Unfortunately, it ap 
pears that the SGA felt that they should
make sure that the right men were picked
to act.
To put it bluntly, the freshmen
elections were a farce! Because there
are no concrete rules governing class
elections, the SGA had to play it by
ear. And when obvious injustices were
brought to their attention, they hid
behind a verbal wall of gobbledygook:
"Elections shall be held in the time,
place and manner determined by the
Student Council". Good. But when the
time is changed and not made clear and
when this deprives candidates of at
least four votes, the SGA has committed
a grave injustice. "... those to be in
the run-off are determined solely at
the discretion of the SGA". This is
ridiculous. Aside from the fact that
the rules for a run-off are as clear as
mud, if the SGA can decide what can[continued p.4 col.I]
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didates make the run-off then the Fresh
men Class is putting itself at the mer
cy ot a few upperclassmen who pick and
choose at their discretion. The SGA
has no right to choose what candidates
get into the run-off. There should not
have to be any choosing, and that is what
was wrong with the past election.
Because they have no norms govern
ing an election, the SGA was able to
exercise undue control. They have been
shown that this is wrong and we hope
that, as soon as possible, a set of rules
will be written and placed in the con
stitution.
Though the past cannot be changed,
the future can be. In May, the SGA and
the Freshmen Class have a chance to re
deem themselves. The SGA were wrong be
cause they misled us, either willingly or
unwillingly and, freshmen were wrong be
cause we naively accepted their "rules"
and did not fight for our rights.

EDITORIAL;
"Truth withers in our hands
when it is not communicated."
-Jean Guitton

Catholicism can be an agreeable ghet
to. Within the familiar boundaries of his
religion, a Catholic can be born, be ed
ucated, be employed, be married, be bur
ied, and be assured of the least pos»ible
contact with that 'sleepless and subtle
enemy at the gates' : the secular world.
One of the traditional pillars of
this splendid isolationism has always
been the Catholic college. We still hear
those cryptic voices, worthy of the John
Birch Society, alerting us to the subtle
undercurrents of atheism in the nonsectarian classroom. "Get thee to a Catholic
school and learn the art of self-defense!"
The Church, however, is no longer on
the defensive and a ghetto looks rather
ridiculous with ECUMENISM scribbled all
over the walls. The lack of intellectual
communication between Catholic and secular
-Alfred McGee '68
universities seems absurd when put into
the context of contemporary America. Even
such insignificant affairs as intercol
legiate dances, sports, and clubs take on
PROFILES:
a provincial intra-ghetto aspect when
A Taste of Honey:
seen through the eyes of a curious "out
The Streisand Sound.
sider" - and the number of curious "out
siders" is growing!
The always, sometimes, never-never
Not long ago, a national magazine
creature, who is Barbra Streisand, has al polled students of nonsectarian colleges
ready lived through a dizzying ascent to
in America. One of the questions asked
fame in the entertainment world. A fas
was, "What is the most popular topic of
cinating child-woman, who has, of late,
discussion on your campus?" The most pop
provoked unprecedented poetry from the
ular topic was religion.
critics, Miss Streisand is one of the most
People today are intensely interested
striking singers of our day.
in any claim to religious authenticty and
She is possessed of a most versatile
no religion has commanded more attention
voice, which creates on nearly every note
than Catholicism. Yet, too many Catholics
she sings. If Streisand is an artist, it
have grown inordinately accustomed to their
is because she makes words and sounds be
antiseptic atmosphere of statues, habits,
long together, making each one count to
and crosses - closing their eyes to the
ward the exploding totality of the song.
moral responsibility of communication.
The quality of Streisand is not strained,
The Catholic college has much to
whether she is belting, crying, or whis
offer and much to learn from that stimu
pering to us. There is something urgent
lating world beyond the barrier. In fact>
in that voice, but something that will not why should a barrier exist at all?
be hurried.
Perhaps the next stranger who ap
Probably the most uniquely Streisand
proaches our little hermitage will oblig
aspect of Streisand is her choice of mat
ingly sound a few trumpets". For it is about
erial. Her recordings run the gamut, from time the ghetto walls came tumbling down.
an arrangement in twelve tone,"Draw Me A
•— £JL.
Circle", to the standard "Melancholy Baby".
Yet no matter what she chooses, this young
PINS ETC.
singer seems unfallible, because she allows
each song to speak for itself, while making
For God's sake, even F.O.A. Schwartz
it strictly Streisand.
could have come up with a better set of
Barbra Streisand is now twenty-three
English lyrics to "Tantum Ergo" than that
years old, and she has reached what most
"Lord Accept These Gifts We Offer" mon
stars consider the apex of their careers,
strosity, which the students sometimes
her own show on Broadway, the phenomenal
chant at Sunday Mass.
Funny Girl . The question now is, where
Of course, this is no reflection on
will she go from here? Is her career too
Fr. Donat Lamothe and his fine efforts
hot not to cool down, or will she take the to bring the changing Liturgy to Assump
place which she has earned among the stars. tion College. But, if that one hymn is
any indication, the fast approaching
-Ken Smith '67
Mass-in-the-vernacular should set the
causa, of dignity in the English language
back a thousand years.
[Cont. p.5 Col.l]— .
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An uninspired Catholic translation of
the Mass would be a shameful foil to the
brilliant and eloquent Anglican version,
which recognizes the need for a touch of
the poet.
But then again, how can a Catholic
think of poetry at a time like this?!

support. So, during the upcoming season,
let us see that specator spirit breaks
all the records.

AAA

-Charles Legassey

THE FIFTH COLUMN

'68

-Jim Affonco

Looking for a summer job in Europe?
At the risk of appearing anti-tra
ditionalist, would any of our readers ser Try the following two organizations:
iously favor the abolishment of the college
-International Student Travel Center,
yearbook? Memories are nice, but the money 39 Cortland Street, New York 17,N.Y.
that goes into publishing that book could
-Dept.I American Student Inform
finance a lot of new campus activities
ation Service, 22 Avenue de la Liberte,
which might make four years at Assumption
Luxembourg City, Grand Duchy of Lux
really worth remembering. A bigger and
embourg .
a a a
better yearbook (even in panavision and
technicolor!) should never get in the way
May we echo the sarcasm of one of
of a bigger and better student life on
our readers and ask the mental defect,
campus.
who calls himself the "wet-bird",to
With the exception of a few sophmores,
stop leaving his droppings on
there appears to be no general support for
the classroom desks.
A A A
the yearbook among the underclasses. If
Evidently the Dean of Men has taken
that is true, then let us kiss the "Heights"
the words to the song, Wouldn't It Be
good-by^next year, and replace it with
Loverly too seriously. It's true that
something better.
we all seek a little privacy now and then,
If there is^ a general desire to con
tinue publishing the yearbook, then why
but banning the day-hops from resident's
rooms is carrying solitude too far, isn't
aren't there more underclassmen on the
staff.
it Father?
A A A
Gentlemen, something has got to give!
Brother Robert Francis asks that
AAA
students include their mailbox numbers
on all return addresses in order to
SPORTS:
speed delivery.
A A A
Looking Ahead
The No-Name Dorm is coming along
Many students have been asking about
fine. This edifice will be a brilliant
the basketball team this year. Will we miss addition to the architectural splendor
Jenkins, Warner and Norkkaitis?
of our cracker-box campus.
Well, our offensive power is still one
The No-Place Chapel isn't coming
of the best. With hard work from the entire along at all. Oh where, oh where can
Assumption team and our share of the good
the chapel be?
A A A
breaks, we can have a great season.
Our main problem is inexperience. But,
Our thanks to Brother Robert
hopefully, our preseason scrimmages will
for all the assistance he has given
clear up this problem. With returning
to The Provocateur in the form of
seniors, Jim Monahan, Chris Kiernan and
running off all the printing.
A A A
Charlie Aleksiewicz, setting the example
for the underclassmen, the outlook is
promising.
Flash! We take notice of the very
Special note was made during the Cen
active intramural volley-ball teams.
tral Connecticut State scrimmage of two
The sophomore "A" team defeated the
freshmen: Dave Barris and Tom O'Connor.
juniors 11-8 and 12-10 on Wednesday
Their ball handling on the fast break was
in two cliff hangers to break a first
outstanding. The fast break has always
place tie and leave the juniors with
been a characteristic of the Greyhounds.
a four and one record.
This year there will be little change in
A A A
that type of offense.
A lot of hustling is always stressed.
At the Central Connecticut game, the Grey
Choose your rut carefully, you'll
hounds grabbed more rebounds than a team
be in it for a long time.
which had superior height.
Among our high jumpers are sophs,
George Ridick, John Driscoll and Jake
Kojalo; juniors, John Wheeler, Bob Peter
As the world starves and the sur
son and Joe Hanlon. On the offense are Ted
plus grows, let us thank God for the
Paulauskas and Steve Hire, sophs, and Mike
"Great Society" . Have a gluttonous
Graham, a junior.
Thanksgiving!
Games, of course, are not won by
these men alone. They need the school's
- The Staff
[Cont. Col. 2]

